Is the operating purpose of public education today still a workable premise?  We are caught in a flurry of tactics and never question the premise.  What is the purpose of public education today?  Almost all of the education reforms that the experts propose have some merit.  Yet our public education is still failing our children and our society because today’s purpose of public education is outdated.

The educational model of today evolved with the Industrial Revolution and was designed to produce a new kind of worker--patriotic, civic minded, and obedient to authority.  It is demonstrably not working.  What’s more, it cannot work again in the future.  The entire context for learning is radically different than it was in the 1830’s when our current purpose for public education was born.  We cannot solve this crisis with remedial actions based upon our old map of reality.  We must develop a new and national purpose of public education.
I wrote Common Sense, A New Conversation About Public Education to focus public attention on what I believe to be a crisis in our society.  I invite you to email me and join me in an informed, national conversation to generate a new purpose for public education that would again produce schools that offer hope and opportunity to their children and communities.  Although we are each just single individuals, whenever “individual” Americans have been in agreement and united in a common cause, the country has always found the solution.

Walt Kelley
